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Imaging  of  the  hand  and  wrist:  A  matter  of
tools
This  special  issue  of  Diagnostic  and  Interventional  Imaging
is  dedicated  to  hand  and  wrist  imaging.  Reputable  authors
illustrate  the  spectrum  of  diseases  that  may  affect  the  hand
and  wrist  and  their  abundant  semiology.  In  addition,  they
highlight  the  need  for  effective  and  correctly  used  imaging
Finally,  do  I need  to  remind  the  readers  that  although
these  investigation  techniques  albeit  high  performing  are
only  meaningful  after  an  appropriate  clinical  examination?
Usually,  shaking  the  hand  of  a  patient  is  part  of  the  elemen-
tary  and  most  common  courtesy.  However,  in  the  speciﬁc
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[tools.  As  demonstrated  by  Guérini  et  al.,  standard  radiogra-
phy  remains  the  ﬁrst  line  imaging  examination  for  a  patient
presenting  with  a  hand  or  wrist  mass  [1,2].  In  the  same  time,
ultrasound  is  an  essential  diagnostic  tool  and  magnetic  res-
onance  (MR)  imaging  may  be  needed  is  speciﬁc  situations,
pending  the  use  of  appropriate  protocols  for  image  acquisi-
tion.
When  facing  a  mass  of  the  wrist  or  hand,  the  combination
of  radiography  and  ultrasound  is  sufﬁcient  in  most  instances
to  reach  to  correct  diagnosis.  Synovial  cysts,  mucoid  cysts,
foreign  body  granulomas  and  hydroxyapatite  deposits,  which
are  common  conditions,  are  easily  detected  and  identiﬁed
using  these  two  techniques.  The  other  diseases,  which  are
often  suggested  by  these  two  imaging  examinations,  often
require  MRI  for  a  deﬁnite  diagnosis.  However,  in  such  situa-
tions  MR  imaging  investigations  need  to  be  performed  using
an  ad  hoc  MR  imaging  coil  providing  a  satisfactory  spatial  res-
olution  and  allowing  MR-angiography  images  to  be  obtained.
Speciﬁc  MR  equipment  dedicated  to  the  investigation  of  the
musculoskeletal  system,  which  is  often  referred  to  as  ‘‘low
cost’’  MR  equipment,  carries  technical  limitations  and  is
therefore  currently  not  appropriate  for  this  purpose  [3].
In  this  special  issue  of  Diagnostic  and  Interventional
Imaging,  a  special  emphasis  is  given  to  nerve  and  tendon
diseases  and  to  the  use  of  ultrasound,  which  has  an  unsur-
passed  role  for  diagnostic  purpose  in  this  area.  Lapègue
et  al.  present  several  tips  and  tricks  accumulated  from  their
extensive  experience  that  assumably  will  help  the  readers
become  more  familiar  with  minimally  invasive  therapeutic
techniques.  I  am  just  hoping  that  these  useful  procedures
that  generate  extra  costs  for  the  radiologists  will  be  soon
reimbursed  at  the  level  that  they  deserve  [4].
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.diii.2015.11.003
2211-5684/© 2015 Published by Elsevier Masson SAS on behalf of the Édiase  of  a  patient  with  a  hand  or  wrist  problem,  please  do
ot  be  polite!  Instead  of  shaking  the  suffering  hand,  inspect
t  carefully.  It  is  the  beginning  of  the  clinical  examination
nd  part  of  the  radiologist’s  job.
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